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Task guidance

	Task Title / Content: 

Opening Sequences
Task Description: 

You are asked to choose an opening sequence and to write about how it engages you as a viewer – a spectator as we say in Film Studies.

Opening sequences are a good place to start, for obvious reasons - they are the beginning of the film’s engagement with us, they are the point at which we are probably most alert and keen to establish what kind of experience this particular film is going to offer us, and the filmmaker has a variety of elements at their disposal with which to engage us.

Start by following the link below to a 7min video essay on opening sequences: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZhFtd1QZWc 
Read the exam board student guide to Spectatorship (PDF).
Choose the opening sequence (between 1 and 5 minutes) of a feature film which you feel engages you effectively as a spectator. Consider (and make some notes on) how it establishes the visual style in terms of:

· Characters
· Location

· Narrative/Plot

· Genre

· Themes

· Aesthetics (the ‘look’ and’ feel’ of the film – the ‘sensory spectacle’)
The two words to remember when conducting this analysis are meaning and response. Ask yourself how the features you are considering create meaning and generate a response in the spectator. What are the connotations of the things you describe and what impact do they have on you as you watch and listen? In doing so it is ok to use the personal pronoun ‘I’ in phrases like ‘I felt curious and anxious at this point as the music was tense and seemed to suggest that something bad was going to happen’.
Other Resources Required:
We will go through an example of this as your first lesson with Ms Carter-Bland.

	How it is assessed:
You will write an analysis of least 1000 words which will be assessed (include some screengrabs from the sequence to help to illustrate the points that you make).
NB The best way to approach this task is as a moment by moment analysis, so that you begin with ‘The sequence opens with…’ and end with   ‘…..the sequence closes with’. Try to integrate the key aspects like character, location, narrative etc. into this moment by moment analysis, rather than giving them each separate paragraphs in a more traditional essay fashion.


	Suggested Activities to take you further

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZhFtd1QZWc  Opening shots tell us everything https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwsUnPHRXEM  AS Sequence - pen https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yXSVgCQ9Y4  Submarine https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5H80v1VrIP0  Top 10 Opening sequences https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1Osptd0C6s  Inception https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TwuzI8Y0uW0  Blue Velvet https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNlnQwHWSYw  Guardians of the Galaxy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnLVesoen4g  Attack the Block https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8dcTNWOoZlg  Skyfall



