Rawlins Sixth Form - Bridging Work
A-Level Media Studies
Task guidance

	Task Title / Content: 

The Media Theorists
Task Description: 

There are 19 Key Theorists you re required to know about for A level Media Studies. These are:
1. Semiotics – Roland Barthes (Media Language)
2. Narratology – Tzvetan Todorov (Media Language)
3. Genre Theory – Steven Neale (Media Language)
4. Structuralism – Claude Lévi-Strauss (Media Language)
5. Postmodernism – Jean Baudrillard (Media Language)
6. Theories of Representation – Stuart Hall (Media Representation)
7. Theories of Identity – David Gauntlett (Media Representation)
8. Feminist Theory – Liesbet van Zoonen (Media Representation)
9. Feminist Theory – bell hooks (Media Representation)
10. Gender Performativity – Judith Butler (Media Representation)
11. Ethnicity and Postcolonial Theory – Paul Gilroy (Media Representation)
12. Power and Media Industries – Curran and Seaton (Media Industries)
13. Regulation – Livingstone and Lunt (Media Industries)
14. Cultural Industries – David Hesmondhalgh (Media Industries)
15. Media Effects – Albert Bandura (Media Audiences)
16. Cultivation Theory – George Gerbner (Media Audiences)
17. Reception Theory – Stuart Hall (Media Audiences)
18. Fandom – Henry Jenkins (Media Audiences)
19. End of Audience – Clay Shirky (Media Audiences)
You will need to familiarise yourself on these theorists by reading the “Topic on a Page” guide (attached) and making notes. You will get a printed copy of this in your first lesson.
Other Resources Required:
We will go through the basics of each theorist in your first few lessons.

	How it is assessed:
You will have a test on the theorist during assessment week. This will include multiple choice and short answer questions.

Suggested Activities to take you further

Mrs Fisher is a Media Teacher who makes short, accessible videos on all of the set theorists and set texts and she is an excellent resource throughout the course and for revision.  

Her theorist playlist is here (note that some theorists in this playlist are not part of our core 19)


